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The Howard County Education Association (HCEA) which represents over 5,100 teachers and support professionals employed by the Howard County Public School System has announced its recommendations for local and state offices for the primary election this fall.   “Our primary consideration in recommending these candidates to our membership is the strong support they have exhibited on behalf of public education and for school employees in the county and state,” explained Ann De Lacy, President of HCEA.
For the county executive and county council races HCEA will be recommending Ken Ulman for county executive, Courtney Watson, Calvin Ball, Jen Terrasa and Mary Kay Sigaty for county council based on their steadfast support for education funding and their willingness to work collaboratively with HCEA and HCPSS. 
With four seats open on the school board this fall,  HCEA is recommending the following:   Incumbent Frank Aquino,  and newcomers, Marcelino Bedolla, David Proudfoot and Brian Meshkin.

On the state level HCEA with concurrence from MSEA are recommending the following candidates:

District 9A:  Jim Adams for state senate,  Jon Weinstein and Mary Ann Maher for House of Delegates

District 12:  Ed Kasemeyer for state senate and Steven DeBoy and James Malone  (12 A) for House of Delegates and Liz Bobo for District 12B

District 13:  James Robey  for state senate and Frank Turner, Shane Pendergrass, and Guy Guzzone for House of Delegates.

These recommendations were based on answers received on candidate questionnaires sent to each announced candidate as well as personal interviews with the HCEA Government Relations Committee for those candidates requesting an interview.  Recommendations from the Committee were then sent to the HCEA Board of Directors for approval before being sent to the HCEA Representative Assembly for a final vote.   Candidates were required to receive at least a 58% supermajority vote from each body to be approved.
