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An Affiliate of MSEA and NEA
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Vote Educator Recommended Candidates on November 2!
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How HCEA’s Recommendation ) &
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Why This Election Matters: 5
Your Job and Your Pension Depend On It!
F ) >47@ ( $ #
% / " g 8 10@44
8 "] 6
Ad@0 " ("
8 10@41
(" B(
’ C4@@ ( "
I, : 18 1@7?A4
) 5% / , 1 5 213
M . . " /’ "6 11 D 1CE
/ ' 0@ DC
' E 2 "8
14.

Vote early: October 22 — 28 (closed Sunday, Octobéd) Page



Take a look at the facts. There’s no way around
it—Governor Martin 0'Malley is a great friend to
public education, students, and educators.

Since taking office, Governor O’Malley has invested a record

$5.7 billion in education funding, frozen tuition for higher education,
and protected educators’ pensions. Maryland’s public schools have
been named #1 in the nation two years in a row, and NEA recently
named him the top governor for education in the country.

Bob
Ehrlich
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Ehrlich failed to fully fund the historic Thornton plan.
He ignored the Geographic Cost of Education Index—a
program that provides extra assistance to jurisdictions
where the cost of education is greater. He repeatedly
made funding education contingent on revenue from
slot machines.

School
Funding

Ehrlich’s “Steele Commission” supported converting
educators’ guaranteed defined benefit plan to a
401(k)-style defined contribution plan that would be
subject to unpredictable investment returns.

Pensions

Ehrlich vetoed a bill establishing a task force to study
ways to reduce teacher workload. He said such a
task force would be “unnecessary, duplicative, and
an inefficient use of time and resources.”

Workload

Ehrlich’s school construction budgets did not meet the
Kopp Commission’s recommendations for four straight
years. The Commission recommended state funding
of $250 million per year for 10 years for school
construction, repair, and modernization.

School

Higher

Ehrlich reduced aid to higher education, forcing an
unprecedented 40% tuition increase for students.
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Look at some of the
major differences in the
candidates’ support of
public education.
The choice is clear.
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Governor
O0'Malley
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Governor O'Malley was the first governor to

fully fund the Thornton plan, including the
Geographic Cost of Education Index, despite a national
recession. He made the difficult decision to cut

state spending by $5.6 billion and reduced the size

of government.

Governor O'Malley fully funded pensions and
has not supported efforts by some legislators
to push part of the cost for pensions to the
local school boards.

Governor O'Malley led the effort to implement the
Maryland TELL survey, which asked teachers and other
educators to express their views about the opportunities
and challenges in their schools. The survey data, available
to participating schools, will lead to real solutions.

Construction

Governor O'Malley invested almost $1.3 billion in school
construction and renovation projects—the largest
investment in Maryland’s history and a 53% increase over
the previous administration. O'Malley also promises to
make schools more energy-efficient and less costly.

Education

Vote O’Malley/Brown —You Pension Depends on It!!

Governor O'Malley has frozen tuition increases to ensure
college remains as affordable as possible. Maryland
college tuition is now below the national average.

Show your support for Governor O'Malley! Join Educators for O'Malley
on Facebook—Search for Educators for O'Malley and Facebook.

Visit marylandeducators.org/elections for an online version
of MSEA's Governor O’Malley v. Bob Ehrlich comparison chart,
including references and citations.
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Call HCEA to register for events.
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General Election
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American Education Week
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Vote! Vote! Vote! Vote!
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